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Microsoft Sidewinder X8 Mouse

QNAP TS-239 Pro

Microsoft has another hidden gem in their vast 
business portfolio - from keyboards to webcams, 
Microsoft Hardware has been in business since 
day one, and today they present the latest in their 
Sidewinder series, the X8. Sidewinder is Microsoft’s 
gaming-centric brand. After a resurrection in 2008, 
the brand has bounced back to be in contention by 
gamers to experiencing the best gaming experi-
ence around. The X8 is no different. Using similar 
body design as previous mice, the X8 features a 
sculpted body that is best suited for the gamers 
with big hands. The X8 is differs from the rest 
by being awireless mouse. While most wireless 
mice are bad for gamers, the X8 was surprisingly 

good - with nay any dropped signal between the 
mouse and the computer. It does help that the 
receiver is quite large, as big as a hockey puck. The 
receiver doubles as a charging dock for the mouse 
via a wire lead. This lead is quite long allowing the 
gamer to use the mouse even while it is charging. 
Another feature of the mouse is the small LED 
status screen that displays important info of the 
mouse - such as the battery and DPI status. Here, 
Microsoft uses their latest tracking technology 
in the X8 - the BlueTrack technology, which uses 
blue laser for tracking. This technology works on 
all surfaces - even glass. However, the ergonomics 
of the mouse leaves much to be desired for. Even 

Multi-gigabyte (or even terabyte) storage solu-
tions are no stranger to the computer users now. 
However, not all desktop computers have enough 
space to fit in multiple drives, and what if you are a 
laptop user? There is always the external hard drive 
case, but sharing files between computers will be 
a pain with the constant plugging and unplug-
ging of the USB cable and totting around the drive. 
A Network Attached Storage (NAS) is a storage 
medium that is attached to the local area network, 
which allows files to be shares easily among PCs, 
and even wirelessly if attached to a wireless router. 
QNAP is no newbie in the NAS business, and now 
has produced a new entry in its NAS family, the TS-
239 Pro. It accepts two 3.5 inch desktop hard drive 

with capacity up to 16 Terabytes. At its heart, the 
TS-239 Pro uses an Intel Atom processor with 1GB 
of RAM, and uses a speedy Linux OS as its core for 
file and device management. Installation of a drive 
into the NAS is easy. Slide out the drive tray, nestle 
in the required hard drive, screw it in and slide it 
back into its cubby-hole. Using remote software, 
one can easily initialise the drive and have the NAS 
running in no time at all. Besides of being a file 
server, it is capable of much more. Among the func-
tions includes a printer server, a FTP server, and a 
web server. Another notable mention is the ability 
of having two simultaneous LAN connections to 
the NAS, allowing access by two different network 
domains simultaneously.

250-400 DPI BlueTrack Technology, Wireless play 
up to 30 Hours, max acceleration @ 75G, image 
processing@13000 frames per second.

Intel Atom processor 1.6GHz 1GB DDR2 RAM, 
128MB Flash Memory, 2 x 3.5” SATA2 hard drive 
bay (hot-swappable), 2 x 1 Gigabit LAN, 3 x USB 
2.0, 2 x eSata, 150 x 102 x 216 mm (HxWxD)

Warranty 3 Years limited warranty
Price RM299  
Contact ECS Astar Sdn Bhd
Tel  03-6286 8222
URL www.ecsm.com.my/

Warranty 1 Year
Price RM1999
Contact Build Technology
Tel  03-7955 3699
URL www.qnap.com
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Microsoft
Microsoft is a multinational computer technology 
corporation that develops, manufactures, licenses, 
and supports a wide range of software products 
for computing devices.

QNAP Systems, Inc. 
QNAP Systemsis is dedicated to bringing world 
class NAS storage, professional NVR video surveil-
lance, and network video players to consumer, 
small/medium business.

Verdict
Seeing blue is never so good.

Verdict
Small, compact yet powerful NAS and a good choice 
to get one.

Value: 4/5
Performance: 4/5
Features: 2/5

Value: 5/5
Performance: 4/5
Features: 4/5

Score 

Score 

7/10

9/10

BY: Sharil Abdul Rahman

BY: Sharil Abdul Rahman

Tested1109.indd   83 10/30/09   10:14:36 PM


